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OF PREST. BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


THE FIKST SABBATH IN THE VALLEY. 
HAS GONB UP INTO THE MOUNTAINS, THEY 


CIES TO THEMSELVES. ZION 


THE PIONEERS APPLY THE PROPHBE- 


LOCATE THE TEMPLE AND LAY OFF THE ‘‘ CITY OF THE GREAT SALT LAKE,” 


BRIGHAM 


DECLARED THE LEADER OF ISRAEL. 


(By Edward . Tullidge.) 


How characteristically the Mormons 
commenced their history in Utah as a 
God-fearing people ! 

The arrival of Brigham Young in 
the valley of the Salt Lake was on a 
Saturday. The next day to the pio- 
neers a Sabbath indeed. | 

We shaved and cleaned up” (says 
Apostle Woodruff, in bis graphic story 
of the pioneers), and met in the 
circle of the encampment.” 


In the afternoon the whole Con- 
artook of the 


—— of Israel“ 
rament of the Lord's Supper. 

Then the valleys rang with the 
exultant themes of the Hebrew Pro- 
phets, and the Everlasting Hills” 
reverberated the hosannas of the 
Saints. 

Orson Pratt was the preacher of the 

at subject, which, to the ardent 
aith of those pioueers, never lived 
in falfillment till that moment. The 
sublime flights of the matchless Isaiah 
gave the principal theme. 


O Zion, that bringest good tidings, 
get thee up into the high mountains!“ 

But Isaiah is not alone in the cul- 
minating inspiration. There is such a 
grand unity among the Hebrew Pro- 
phets, when touching this subject of a 
Latter-day Zion, that, undoubtedly, 
it was the burden of the divine epic to 
which the Hebraic genius soared. 
Notwithstanding the mental diversity 
of these poet- Prophets, in this crown- 
ing theme, they give us, not poetie 
‘fragments, but a glorious continued 
composition, as from a manifold ge- 
nius. 

Thy watchmen shall lift up their 
voice; with*the voice together shall 
they sing; and they shall see eye to 
eye when the Lord shall bring again 
Zion.“ 

This was fulfilled to those Anglo- 
American pioneers that day. They 
were the watchmen! With the voice 
together they sang the theme, and did 
literally shout their hosannas ; for the 
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% Hosanna” is a part of their Temple 
service. They saw eye to eye. The 
Lord had brought again Zion ! 

Nor were these Mormon Apostles 
figurative in their applications; they 
rendered most literally to themselves 
every point. Orson Pratt declared, 
with an Apostle’s assurance, that their 
location, in the valleys of the Rocky 
Mountains, was in the view of the 
ancient seers. That which was before 
seemingly contradictory in the ex 
treme, relative to the Latter-day Zion, 
especially its location and the rapid 
transformation of its founding, was 
now made plain and most literal. 
Apostle Pratt reconciled it all. The 
pioneers saw the vision of Zion har- 
monized on that first Sabbath in the 
valley, as they might have seen their 
own faces in a mirror. 

God would “ hide bis people in the 
chambers of the mountains!” Yet, 
in these last days,” he would “esta 
blish his house om the tops of the 
mountains, and exalt it above the 
hills!“ 

And here were these pioneers of 
Mormon Israel in a valley nearly 
thirty miles in diameter, circled by a 
chain of mountains ; here, in a valley 
nearly five thousand feet above the 
level of the sea—‘‘ exalted above the 
hills’—yet belted by mountains with 
their everlasting caps of snow. It 
was indeed as the ‘‘ chambers of the 
Lord,” and the name which it popu- 
larly bore—the ‘‘Great Basin“ —was 
nearly ‘as striking to the imagination 
as its prophetic name. 

Latter-day Zion, too, was to bé a 

lace sought out“ —a place not 
orsaken.” They had sought it out 
by an exodus, and an unparalled jour- 
ney of a people, nearly fifteen hundred 
miles, over unbroken prairies, sandy 
deserts and rocky mountains; and 
they were about to found their Zion 
in a primeval valley, where no city, 
since the creation, had ever stood—a 
place not forsaken” by civilized 
ati ge of the ages long since dead. 

e ‘‘solitary places” were to be 
„ made glad,” the ‘‘ wilderness” was 
to blossom ‘‘as the rose,” and the 
„desert“ suddenly to be converted 
into the fruitfol field.” The pio- 
neers had chosen for the location of 
their Zion and her Temples, the 
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Great American Desert,” and they 
were about to make real the strange 
and highly colored picture. So much 
like the change in an enchanted scene 
has been the transformation which has 
since come over those desert valleys 
and canons of the Rocky Mountains, 
that, for the last quarter of a century, 
the Mormons have been popularly de- 
scribed in nearly every nation of the 
earth as that peculiar people who have 
made the ‘‘desert to blossom as the 
rose. Look upon the valley of the 
Salt Lake te-day as Spring opens, 
when the gardens and orchards are in 
one universal rose-blossom, and there 
never was a prophetic picture more 
literally realized. 

But the prophecy most emphasized 
by these Mormon Apostles, and one, 
too, which they have expected will be 
fulfilled most exactly, is by the Prophet 
Micah. (The Catholic version best 
describes the Mormon expectation.) 

And it shall come to pass in the 
last days, that the mountain of the 
house of the Lord shall be prepared 
in the top of the mountains, and high 
above the hills; and the people shall 
flow to it. 

And many nations shall come in 
haste, and say, come, let us go up to 
the mountains of the Lord, and to 
the house of the God of Jacob; and 
he will teach us of his ways; and we 
will walk in his paths; for the law 
shall go forth out of Zion, and the 
word of the Lord out of Jerusalem. 

And he shall judge among many 
people, and rebuke strong nations 
afar off; and they shall beat their 
swords into plough shares, and their 
spears into spades; nation shall not 
take sword against nation; neither 
shall they learn war any more. 

„And every man shall sit under 
his vine, and under his fig tree ; and 
there shall be none to make them 
afraid ; for the mouth of the Lord of 
Hosts hath spoken.” 

This remarkable proph 
have ex d to be fulfi 
the lifetime of Brigham Young. 


thousands 
ed during 
He 


is to be the Mouth-piece” through 
which The Lord shall rebuke strong 
nations afar off.” 
Though feeble with that most lan- 
nishing of diseases, the mountain 
ever, and scarcely,able to stand upon 
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his feet, Brigham was still the law 
giver on that first Sabbath. If he bad 
not the strength to preach u great ser 
mon on the Latter-day Zion, like that 
of the Mormon Paul—Orson Pratt— 
he was ‘‘every inch” the Moses of the 
last days. 

He told the brethren,” says the 
historian Woodruff, “that they must 
not work on Sunday; that they would 
lose five times as much as they would 
gain by it. None were to hunt or fish 
on that day ; and there should not any 
man dwell among us who would not 
observe these rules. They might go 
and dwell where they pleased, but 
should not dwell with us. He also 
said, no man should buy any land 
who came here; that he had none to 
sell; but every man should have bis 
land measured out to him for city and 
farming purposes. He might till it 
as he pleased, but he must be indus- 
trious, and take care of it.” 

„On Monday ten men were chosen 
for an exploring expedition. I took 
President Young into my carriage, and 
traveling two miles towards the moun 
tain, made choice of a spot for our 
garden. 

„We then returned to camp, and 
went north about five miles, and we 
all went on to the top of a high peak, 
on the edge of the mountain, which 
we considered a good place to raise an 
ensign. So we named it ‘ Ensign 
Peak.’ 

J was the first person who ascended 
this hill, which we had thus named. 
Brother Young was very weary, in 
climbing to the peak from his recent 
fever. 

„We descended to the valley, and 
started north to the Hot Sulphur 
Springs, but we returned two miles 
to get a drink of cold water, and then 
went back four miles to the Springs. 
We returned to the camp qnite weary 
with our day’s explorations. Brothers 
Mathews and Brown had crossed the 
valley in the narrowest part, opposite 
the camp, to the west mountain, and 
found it about fifteen miles. 

Next day Amasa Lyman came into 
camp, and informed us that Captain 
Brown’s detachment of the Mormon 
battalion would be with us in about 
two days. 

We again started on our exploring 
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expedition. All the members of the 
quorum of the Twelve belonging to 
the pioneers, eight in number, were 
of the company. Six others of the 
brethren, including Brannan of San 
Francisco, were with us. 

We started for the pu of 
visiting the great Salt Lake, and 
mountains on the west of the valley. 
We traveled two miles west from Tem- 
ple Block, and came to the outlet of 
the Utah Lake; thence fourteen miles 
to the west mountain, and found that 
the land was not so fertile as on the 
east side. 

We took our dinner gt the fresh 
water pool, and then rode six miles to 
a large rock, on the shore of the Salt 
Lake, wbich we named Black Rock, 
where we all halted and bathed in the 
salt water. No person could sink in 
it, but would roll and float on the sur- 
face like a dry log. We concluded 
that the Salt Lake was one of the won- 
ders of the world. 

After spending an hour here, we 
went west along the lake shore, and 
then returned ten miles to our place 
— nooning, making forty miles that 

ay. 

In the morning we arose refreshed 
by sleep in the open air. Having lost 
my carriage whip the night before, I 
started on horseback to go after it. 
As I approached the spot where it was 
dropped, I saw about twenty Indians. 
At first they looked to me in the dis- 
tance like a lot of bears coming to- 
wards me. As I was unarmed 1 
wheeled my borse and started back on 
a slow trot. 

But they called to me, and one, 
mounting his horse, came after me 
with all speed. When he got within 
twenty rods I stopped and met him. 
The rest followed. They were Utes, 
and wanted to trade. I told them by 
signs that our camp was near, so he 
went on with me to the camp. From 
what we had yet seen of the Utes they 
appeared friendly, though they had a 
bad name from the mountaineers. The 
Indian wanted to smoke the pipe of 
peace with us, but we soon started on 
and he waited for his company. 

We traveled ten miles south under 
the mountain. The land laid beau- 
tifully, but there was no water, and 
the soil was not so good as on the east. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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We saw about a hundred goats, sheep | the 
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pioneer encampment, making: 


and antelope playing about the hills | thirty miles for the day. 


und valleys. 


We returned, weary, to | 


[ro BE CONTINUED. ] 


| SPECIAL CONFERENCE AT 


— 


PROVO, UTAH TERRITORY. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 468. | 


2 p.m. 


After the usual opening exercises, 
Elder F. D. Richards arose, expressing 
delight in obgerving the growth of the 
city, and tbe progress of life that had 
heen made tending towards self-sup- 
port, which of course was so much 
towards independency. It had been 
his lot to labor among a people who 
were considerably mixed in matters 
pertaining to morality, arising from 
the fact that a certain class of people 
whom Paul called“ heathen,” a people 
who indulged in excesses and vices, 
had come among the Saints of his 
Jecality. He was bappy to learn that 
the good citizens of Provo were not 
cursed with a single grop-shop or sa- 
loon of any kind, which certainly was 
a blessed state of affairs. A more 
complete stake organization existed 
here than bad been found in many 
places, which undoubtedly had aided 
the brethren presiding here to suc- 
cessfully battle with and to suppress 
prevailing evils. Latter-day Saints 
everywhere should learn this fact, that 
in trading and trafficking with those 
who were not of us aud whose inter- 
ests were not identified with the work 
of righteousness we were endeavoring 
to establish, but who, on the contrary, 
were opposers of it, the 
aided and supported their unhallowed 
institutions with which we were af- 
flicted in some cities. Where men 
and families were wholly wedded to 
God and to his kingdom, they were 
not associated in any way whatever 
with the ungodly, and having Zion 
in their hearts they conscientiously 
felt that they were endeavoring to es- 
tablish it in the earth, and, in doing 
so, that their acts counted so much in 
favor of its cause, and so much pre- 
vented the growth of wickedness 
amongst us; therefore, said the speaker, 


measurably’ 


whilst we could not reasonably and 
confidently expect to bring about a. 
perfect concert of action all at once, 
rendering us independent, we shou 
be careful lest we directly or indirectly 
strengthened the hands of the ungodly 
against us. The ancient Apostle com- 
pared the body of the Church to that 
of a man, perfect and sound in all its. 
functions ; hence how necessary it w 

in order to acquire that vigor an 
force which belonged to perfect health 
and soundness, that all the officers. 
of this Stake be assigned to their 
proper places, thus further strength- 
ening the hands of those who pre- 
sided, enabling them the more suc- 
cessfully to prevail against the enemy 
in whatever form he might present. 
himself. 

Here the speaker, in direoting his 
remarks to the younger portion of the 
congregation, recommended them, as. 
a source of much valuable informa- 
tion, to study the organization and 
order of the Church. Comparing the 
emigration that came from abroad with 
that which came down from above, 
he said that the vast proportions which. 
the latter, the young and rising gene- 
ration of this community, was assum- 
ing over the former was a delightful 
feature in tbe history of this latter-day 
work; that whilst it was marvelous. 
how readily the people received the 
truth in foreign countries, and how 
willing they were to gather to this 
distant land, yet it was very remark- 
able too how few comparatively re- 
mained faithful Latter-day Saints; 
whilst on the other hand the latter, 
doubtless because of the advantages 
of early moral training and the absence 
of old-time tradition, were not only. ° 
more susceptible to the reseption of: 
Gospel truth, but when proper 
taught they were full of faith 
integrity and they were fast becoming. 
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a race of staunch defenders and ad - 
vocates of this cause. 

The speaker apprehended that they 
represented the vessels referred to by 
the Savior that were capable of hold- 
ing the new wine, for with their capa- 
cities they enlarged and naturally they 
‘inclined to good and not to evil. 
Little children ofttimes manifested a 
remarkable degree of faith in the heal- 
ing ordinances, as well as a great desire 
to attend family prayer. How careful 
parents should be to cherish in their 
-children that principle of power and 
those holier feelings that were so often 
witnessed in the little ones. Certain 
persons had come among us as mis- 
sionaries, for the expressed purpose 
of converting the ‘‘ Mormons,” but 
according to their own admission, 
finding the older ones incorrigible 
they were turning their special atten- 
tion to the younger portions of our 
community, in the confident hope of 
inducing them to denounce the faith 
and practices of their fathers, and ac- 
~cept their more popular creeds. 

he subject of family prayer was 
‘spoken of and the significance that 
attended its observance in the season 
thereof; also virtue, purity, affection 
and kindness, which, when charac- 
terizing the family circle rendered the 
meditations of the children almost 
free from guile, hence they became 
very much less susceptible to the 
temptations of Satan. 

The speaker closed his remarks on 
the importance of paying serious at- 
tention to the little every-day matters 
that summed up the existence of our 
‘lives. 

President John W. Young and Elder 
— Taylor occupied the rest of the 
time. 

Meeting was adjourned until next 
morning. The choir sang, and the 
olosing prayer was offered. 


Sunday, 10 a.m. 
The services commenced by the choir 
singing the hymn— 
Father, how wide thy glory shines. 
Prayer was offered by Elder A. C. 


hymn— 


The time is nigh, that happy time, 
wras then sung. 


— 
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Elder Geo. Q. Cannon delivered a dis- 
course upon Marriage and the United 
Order, showing that as fast as the 
Latter-day Saints adopted the prin- 
ciples of the everlasting Gospel in its 
fullness, entering into what was called 
the United Order, the sooner they 
would be further delivered from temp- 
tations which induced people to do 
unco others as they would not wish to 
be done by. The reason was that un- 
der that advanced order of things no 
pecuniary benefits could accrue to any 
who would be thus guilty. In this 
way Satan would be measurably bound, 
at least as far as their influence ex- 
tended, and consequently a higher 
state of civilization would be attained. 


The anthem— 
Hark, the Song of Jubilee, 
was sung, and the meeting was dis- 
missed with prayer by President John 
W. Young. 


2 p.m. 


President B. Young was present. 

Most of the time was taken up by 
Elder Erastus Snow discoursing on the 
subjects of union and self-sustenance. 


The discourse preached by President 
B. Young at the Priesthood meeting 
at Logan, was read to the con- 
gregation by brother George Q. Can- 
non. 

After the anthem— 

The Lord is my trust and my shield, 


had been sung, Elder Richards offered 
the benediction. 

On Monday, the 5th, a Priesthood 
meeting was held, having for its object 
the perfecting of the Stake organiza- 
tion. At this meeting the following 
nominations were unanimously sus- 
tained— 

Abram O. Smoot as President of 
the Stake; David John as his first, 
and Harvy H. Cluff as his second 
Counselor. 

Members of the High Oouncil— 
James 8, Daniels, W. N. Dusenbury, 
S. P. Curtis. W. O. Sperry, Geo. M. 
Brown, B. K. Bullock, Albert Jones, 
James Dunn, Alfles Young, A. O. 
Smoot, Jun., Chas. W. Smith, and 
David Oluff, Jun. 

President of the High Priests’ Quo- 
rum—lIsaac Bullock, with S. S. Jones 
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and Moses Jones as his Counselors. 

President of the First Quorum of 
Elders—B. L. Halliday, with Joseph 
Keller and H. J. Maiben as his Coun- 
selors. 

President of the Priests’ Quorum, 
Bishop J. P. R Johnson, with brother 
Holman as his First Counselor. 

Bishop of Ist Provo Ward, J. P. R. 
Johnson. 

Bisbop of 2d Provo Ward, J. W. 
Loveless, 

Bishop of 3d Provo Ward, Myron 
Tanner. 

Bishop of 4th Provo Ward, J. E. 
Booth, 

Bishop of 5th Provo Ward, Peter 
Madsen. 

Bishop of Goshen, Wm. Price. 

Bishop of Santaquin, George Hal- 
liday. 

Bishop of Spring Lake Villa, B. F. 
Johnson. 

Bishop of Payson, Joseph S. Tanner. 

Bishop of Salem, Robert Davis. 

Bishop of Springville, Wm. Bring- 
burst. 

Bishop of Pleasant Grove, John 
Brown. 

Bishop of American Fork, L. E. 
Harrington. 

Bishop of Alpine, Thos. J. Mo- 
Collough. 
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Bishop of Lehi, David Evans. 

Bishop of Cedar Valley, H. J. Cook. 

For Trustees of Church property in 
Provo—J. P. R. Jobnson, Isaac Bul- 
lock, Myron Tanner, the last named 
filling the place of brother Scott, de- 
cessed. 

W. H. Dusenbury was sustained clerk 
of Conference for the Stake. 

Elder Geo. Q. Cannon, after putting 
these motions, said it was intended to 
hold Quarterly Conferences throughout 
every Stake of Zion, after the organi- 
zations were completed, also that in 
future, neither Presidents of Seventies’ 
nor High Priests’ Quorums would be 
permitted to choose men from other 
quorums, as had been done, ordain- 
ing them Seventies or High Priests, 
without consulting with and obtaining 
the sanction of the First Presidency 
or the Twelve. 

Elder A. O. Smoot, his Counselors, 
and several of the brethren were then 
set apart to the various offices to which 
they had been elected, under the hands 
of President John W. Young and the 
members of the Twelve present. 

After a few remarks from President. 
John W. Young, the meeting was ad- 
journed sine die. 

Closing prayer by Elder John Taylor. 


THEOLOGY OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 471.) 


When man learns the truth of the 
matter he will understand the slation 
which he bears to God and God to him, 
and will know the one to be the parent 
of the other, the literal progenitor ; 
and when man perceives the relation 
existing between God and this world, 
he will comprehend that Jehovah, the 
organizer of this world, was once, long, 
long ages back, in the eternity which 
lies behind us, a man, ing, as we 
are now passing, through an earth-life, 
on one of the older planets. He will 
understand that Jehovah, during those 

robationary days of earth-life, made 

e pursuit of truth, eternal, immuta- 
ble truth, the aim of all his efforts. 
Reflection teaches him that the percep- 


tion of truth, or the knowledge which 
Jehovah gained day by day, was just 
so much power gained . by day.; 
and we see, in this world, the created - 
results of that power gained by the 
law of progression. 

If this is true 1 why not 
practically apply it ? n certainly 
possesses all the attributes of the God 
of the Bible in an embryotic state; 
why can they not be developed in bim; 
Is there any limit to their capacity for 
development? These questions satis- 
factorily answered, the Mormons have - 
practically applied in their every-day 
life every truth of their philosophy 
which is their religion, their only creed 
being the terse injunction of Brigham. 
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Young, ‘*‘ Let every man mind his own 
business.” Sin, with them, is simply 
error, a broken, law, the penalty for 
which will retard their progression ; 
hence the reason why sin must not be 
committed. All scientific truth is 
engrafted into their theology as fast as 
obtained, and they make it a religious 
duty to abstain, not only from strong 
drink, but from tea, coffee, tobacco, 

rk, and any article of diet which is 
not healthful, because the laws of 
physiology are truths, and are benefi 
cial only in the degree that they are 
practically applied, as with all other 
truths. 

Their philosophy regarding the origin 
of worlds explains their desire for 
offapring, for progeny, and this in turn 
partly explains why they practice the 

ible system of marriage, polygamy, 
and a grosser slander never was per 
petrated to the injury of any people 
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on earth than to say that lustful mo- 
tives prompt the practice. 

But what is the very first step fora 
man to take in order to commence the 
ag” of developing his faculties? 

hy, faith—a belief that the process 
is possible—must’ be exercised. This 
faith will prompt the individual to seek 
truth and to apply it practically. It 
will, according to Mormon philosophy, 
be necessary for a man to believe in 
God, and then to proceed to open up 
a communication or correspondence 
with Him as soon as may be. This, 
they claim, is very easily done, as com- 
munication can readily be had with 
God, or with beings who have passed 
from earth-life into the next world 
if certain conditions are observed, and 
fer every condition they give a philo- 
sophical reason, which the space of 
this article will not admjt of being 
explained, 


[TO BR CONTINUED. | 


Items on THE Bisite.—The Bible Pavilion in the Centennial grounds at 


Philadelphia sold, during 


the Exhibition of 1876, 3 334 Bibles, 8,489 Testa- 


ments, and 13,352 portions of the Bible, making 25,175 volumes in 45 different 


languages. 


A boy, in Sunday school, proposed a question to be answered the Sunday 
following: —“ How many letters does the Bible contain?’ The answer was, 


3 000,533.” The Superintendent said to James: Is that right!“ 
„Will you please tell us how many there are, 


sir,” was the prompt reply. 
then?” ‘* Twenty-six, sir.” 


4% No, 


War or Ir. Tue Bible production of our time is equal to more than a 


million copies a year, or say more than nineteen thousand every week, more 
than three thousand evefy day, three hundred every hour, or five every minute 
of working time. At this rate, the press is producing an English Bible or 
New Testament every twelve seconds. These Bibles are not wasted—they are 
required—and more copies of the Sacred Scriptures are demanded in the 
English tongue than in the languages of all the other nations of the world, 
although the number of versions to which this country gives encouragement 
and assistance, over and above, is considerably more than one hundred and 
fifty. — Day of Rest. 


A publication issued by the Religious Tract Society of London, gives the 


following in regard to the Bible :— 
Old New 

Testament. Testament. Total. 

J 39 27 66 
929 260 1,119 

J. 592,493 181,253 773746 
. 2,728, 100 838,380 3,566,480 


chapter of Ezra in the English version has all the letters of the alphabe’ in it. 
The 19th chapter of the Second Book of Kings, and the 37th chapter of Isaiah, 
are alike, 


AÜwnꝝ— 
The middle chapter and the shortest in the Bible is the 117th Psalm ; the 7 
middle verse is the eighth of the 118th Psalm. The 21st verse of the s-venth 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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PIONEERS ANNIVERSARY. 


THat great crisis in the history of the Latter-day Saints which is celebrated 
every recurring July 24th, could only have been possible in the United States. 
The movement which thus culminated, was in keeping as to magnitude and 
grandeur with the stage on which it was presented, and the actors were such as 
could scarcely have been developed elsewhere. This drama (so to speak) had 
in it all the elements of undying interest, and many of its tableaux and scenes 
are without parallel in human history. 

Opposition to unity in a land which unity alone made possible, opposition 
to religious sentiment in a land which decreed religious liberty, and opposition 
to gathering in a land which invited the oppressed of every nation to seek the 
shelter of its starry flag, were the joint forces which in this our age made 
deadly battle against a nation’s genius, and drove those who claimed it as a refuge 
and a sanctuary, to unfurl the banner of perpetual protest on the summits of 
the Rocky Mountains. The ample provisions of that inspired Constitution 
which all reverence in theory, and but few comprebend in fact, forms the 


_bulwarks, and could be the life of a mighty nation; but when its provisions 


were stultified in Ohio, and repudiated in Missouri, when it was slain in 
traitorous Illinois, and offered as a sacrifice to popular prejudice on the altar 
of each sovereign State, with their respective Governors ofliciating in the 
character of great High Priest, the demon of mobocracy triampbed ; and while 
unhallowed incense shrouded its visage from the eyes of the nation, it grasped 
the throne from which the presiding goddess had departed, leaving her magni- 
ficent conceptions of national life and individual liberty to be established after 
a baptism of repentance, or the overthrow and destruction of the usurping 
regime. 

For all the purposes of their present and future, the Latter-day Saints need 
no national legislation, neither did they desire it in the past; God had pro- 
vided in his providence for their origin, he had also provided for their expan- 
sion, and this fact is no more patent now than when as six insignificant per- 
sons the Church was organized, and the nucleus was formed around which 


might crystallize in the ages, those institutions which, being religions, are un- 
circumscribed by constitutional enactment. It scarcely seemed necessary that 


the Church should apologize for its existence among a people whose fathers 
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had become pioneers in search of liberty of conscience; it scarcely seomed 
necessary, that antagonism should be created against religious theory or practice 
drawn from a Book which all held sacred ; it scarcely seemed necessary to 
excuse organization or name (even Prophets and Seers,) which were but the 
counterpart of those in the sacred record; nor did it seem necessary to claim 
as a right, the privilege of united effort for united interest in the midst of a 
community who had declared that the voice of the people is the voice of 
God.” Yet these were the irritating causes of every difficulty, the foundation 
of every persecution, the basis upon which robbery, violence and murder was 
predicated ; it was for these characteristics that the Saints had to abandon 
farms, homes, towns, counties and States; and protection or sufferance was 
only to be vouchsafed, on condition of their divesting themselves of organiza- 
tion, of Prophets, Bishops, Elders, etc., etc., and assimilating with the mobo- 
oratio element, then in turn becoming mobocratic toward all who might seek 
to exercise the fundamental rights and privileges of citizenship, even in the 
same legal and constitutional sense. 
If the Saints had been living in Russia, or in a limited monarchy, under a 
government of class privilege or limited charter, then they could only have 
been considered as reformers, and would simply have been visited with legal 
penalties ; but they asked nothing, claimed nothing, practised nothing, only 
that to which they were extitled, and that which, if avoided when considered 
desirable, would have branded them as cowards or as fools. ‘‘ Your cause is 
just, but I can do nothing for you,” was the expression of the President of the 
United States. The law cannot touch him, but powder and ball shall,” was 
the expression of the mobocrats against the Prophet. The contemptuous 
silence of the nation, through its officials, when the Saints asked for an asylum 
from persecution until in calmer moments they might decide where to turn 
their weary feet, was in bitter mockery of their wrongs; yet the whole history 
perhaps was needed; in the first place, to demonstrate the apostacy of the 
nation, and its unworthiness of the Gospel of political salvation; and in the 
secord, through suffering and affliction to prepare a people who should renew 
the nation’s life, honur its fundamental law, establish and defend the letter 
and spirit of constitutional liberty, and the rights of intelligent freemen in the 
land which God had given to them as an heritage. But there was also Provi- 
dence or destiny in that great move, although it was the result of inflamed 
ignorance and relentless persecution ; these were but as accidents, overruled for 
the establishment of principles, which laying at the foundation of the nation, 
were not to be hid in the superstructure of its history and life. Many of the 
later native born might care little, hosts of imported and naturalized citizens 
might know little of the essential spirit of their adopted country, yet a few 
could be culled who in the fires of circumstance had become more thoroughly 
impregnated with this, and they by being forced to a more genial clime and 
soil, could sow the seed, water and cultivate the tree, until its overshadowing 
verdure and magnificent growth would be equal to the necessities of all who 
might for ages seek its shelter and comprehend its worth. 
President Brigham Young, the Pioneers of Utah in particular, and the 
Latter-day Saints in general, were just of this class; opposition had made 
them reflective, and through persecution and death they had consolidated their 
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religious and political faith, and also determined that they and theirs would 
never cease until upon an immovable basis was established the right of all men 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and to unrestricted liberty of 
thought and action, so they infringed not upon the privileges of another. 

What it cost them to reach this position has never yet been estimated, the 
lives of their best men was only part, hundreds of brave hearts went down in 
defence of the right, and uncounted wealth in the form of land, farms, homes, 
public buildings, Temples, were offered at the shrine of sincerity and at the 
bidding of their enemies; lands which had been bought from the parent(?). 
government too, and homes which the untiring hand of industry had wrested 
amid unfavorable surroundings from the virgin earth. The amount of suffering 

consequent on drivings, on travel without proper sustenance ; the dash of that 

wondrous pilgrimage across the prairies, the desert, and the mountains; the 
patience and unity evolved by common difficulty and sustained by common 
hope, the arrival in the valley of the Great Salt Lake, the promptitude and 
decision born (it may be said) of necessity, the calm and patient waiting for 
the harvest, the sensible manifestations of an overruling Providence, the sub- 
limity of faith in that Providence—and trust when to all human appearances 
the end was close at hand; the devotion to their unfaltering leader, their 
reverence for his word and counsel, their confidence in his uuselfish spirit, and 
in his final triumph over every obstacle, are among the many items of history 
which all centre on this great holiday of the Saints on the 24th of July. These 
ideas and memories crown this as the day of days, for without it all other days 
might have become valueless as to results, even when abounding in promise; 
this day furnished the location, the opportunity, in which to develop the sup- 
pressed virtues which it was supposed belonged to others; the charter of our 
freedom had been a dead letter, it now became a living force ; the Old Testa- 
ment had been nullified, the New had supplemented and united both. 

On, this great day the Latter-day Saints gather to do honor to the Pioneers, 
to renew their protest in regard to the past, to express gratitude for the 
present, and their unfaltering faith in the future; they gather their children 
that they may understand the whole, and that they may catch the inspiration 
of the sacrifices which have become historic ; and so perchance in years to 
come, these will embalm in literature, in painting, in sculpture, in grand 
ideals, the sanctified and glorified pictures which crowd the memories of the 
fathers, and in plain and simple language form the chapters of this sacred 
record. 

Is it necessary to evoke the past, to look upon the picture of our beloved 
President, then in the prime of life yet worn ont with anxiety and fatigue ; and 
stricken with the mountain fever, lifted up from his bed in brother Woodruff’s 
carriage on this day thirty years, in the valley of the great Salt Lake; then a 
parched and desert waste, the dead sea barely glistening in the distance, and 
the unexplored mountains all around, yet the vision of the Prophet’s mind 
was opened so that he saw the unseen, and realized in that present the future; 
to-day, we too, gaze upon the same scene, but it has become a beautiful reality, 
nestled in verdure are its thousands of happy homes, the dancing streamlets 
run through shaded streets, music floats from a distance, and hurrying thou- 
sands pass to a common centre, we mark the swelling dome and enter, ten 
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thousand children born in freedom, crowd the superstructure, and many thou- 
sand fathers and mothers join with us in listening to the swelling song, the 
pealing organ, and the suppressed murmurs of applause, here are some of the 
fulfilled prophecies of the fleeing fugitives, scattered and peeled, looking for 
a resting place for their bleeding feet; and not only here, but for five hundred 
miles in length, in over 200 settlements and towns the echo is taken up and it 
rings out the music of the future when the Saints shall be invited to return and 
build up the waste places of Zion, and in the midst of once desolated homes 
and abandoned farms, and around the sacred places where their martyred ones 
laid down to rest they shall dwell in peace, the saviors of the nation, the guard- 
ians of the constitution, the enemies of tyranny and persecution, and the friends 
of man ; the spirit of the fathers shall inspire their posterity, and among their 
holiest and most sacred days shall be that of the anniversary of the Pioneers! 
H. W. N. 


— 


11. 


RELEASR.— Elder E. G. De Freize is released from traveling in the London 
Conference to return home. He sailed on the S. S. Wyoming on the 25th 
inst., accompanied by his mother and sister. 


Visitor. —Sister Holmes, of Salt Lake City, with five children, who have 
been visiting in England, left for home on the same vessel. 


— — — — — —— —U— — 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
Elder Wm. C. Staines writes from New York, July 9th, as fellows :— 


The“ Wisconsin” Company arrived here on Saturday, at 7 a m., and left 
the same evening at 7 p.m., all well and feeling first-rate. They were a very 
fine company. The brethren in charge did all they possibly could to assist 
them and make them comfortable. Brother Rowberry was a first-class leader. 
The Captain says he is a first class man.” Tour cable informing me of the num- 
ber of souls, helped me to provide cars, etc. etc., so that we had everything 
ready to forward them same — which is much better than sitting and laying 
two days and nights on hard benches or floors in Castle Garden.’ “ ä 

Any person or persons who may wish to leave before your September com- 
pany, can do so. If you send, or rather they bring money sufficient to pay for 
railroad tickets, to Mr. John Dixon, No. 8 Battery-place, near Castle Garden ; 
he will do this business for me while absent, at the $51 rate, having made ar- 
rangements with the U.P.R.R. agent here to let him have tickets.” 


Bishop Henry Hughes, of Mendon, Cache County, Utah, writes July 5th to 
H. W. N., as follows: 


„We are suffering severely from the grasshoppers this season, they have 
destroyed a large portion of the grain crop, and in many parts they have des- 
troyod nearly all the grass on the range,—hay will be very scarce this season, 
and if the winter should be severe, I fear there will be great loss of stock, but 
we put our trust in Him who orders all things wisely and for the best, and as 
he ‘‘ tempers the wind for the shorn lamb,” so He will control aright for the good 
of those who love and serve him. There is another outbreak among the Indians 
on Salmon River—they have killed all the settlers in that part, but spared the 
lives of the women and children; the soldiers are now in pursuit, but I fear 
they will have a hard task, as the Indians are well armed and have plenty of 
supplies on hand ; their country also is rough and impassable for wagons. 


— — 
— —— 
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Indians immediately surrounding us are very peaceable, there are abont three 
hundred on the Indian farm at Bear River, Box Elder County. Th 
have planted about 100 acres of wheat, 75 of corn, 15 of squash, and 25 of pota- 
toes, this season, and have the prospect of raising a good crop. Many Indians 
have come to see how things were moving on the farm, many of them from far 
distant tribes, and they bear testimony that they have seen heavenly messen- 
gers, and had dreams and visions. They have been told that the ‘‘ Mormons” 
were their friends, so many have been baptized and returned to their various 
tribes, rejoicing in the Gospel, and bearing testimony of what they have seen 
and heard. If there was room on the farm instead of hundreds there would be 
‘thousands of Indians willing to come and settle there. These things betoken 
that the set time to favor the Lamanites is close at hand, and I am of the 
opinion that before long the Lord, through his servants will say sumething 
similar to what be dld once to the Jews, seeing the nations have rejected the 
principles of eternal life, lo, the keys of salvation are turned to the house 
of Israel. These events are close at hand, and the signs of the times are wit- 
nesses of the near approach of the coming of our Savior.” 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


—0— 
New York, July 7th, 1877. | keeping the Saints alive, and in the 
Pres. Jos. F. Smith. spirit of union ; it is nosmall matter to 


Dear Brother,—I drop a few lines to | keep a good understanding where there 
inform you of our safe arrival in New| are so many nationalities and lan- 
York. We left Queenstown at 9 o’clock | guages, but through the blessing of 
on the morning of the 8th inst., going | God we have been enabled to do so, to 
out on a very smooth sea, a more joy- | my knowledge not a jar or misunder- 
ful or happier set of people I think | standing has occurred throughout the 
never left that harbor; it continued | voyage. Capt. Forsyth, the _ Purser, 
thus until late ln the evening when the | the Doctor, and in fact all the officers 
sea began to roll in heavy swells, caus- | have been very kind, doing all in their 
ing the ship to rock considerably. You | power that would contribute to the 
bave been enough at sea to imagine | convenience and comfort of our emi- 
the consequence of a thousand lands- | grants; and extending to us every 
men unaccustomed to marine life being | courtesy and privilege that could be 
tossed to and fro on the waves. This | desired. We have now landed and 
continued about twenty four hours, | are on the rails preparatory for going 
when the sick began gradually to re- to the mountains. 
cover and resume their former cheer- Remember me kindly to your fam- 
.fulness with very few exceptions. ily, and all at 42.“ Praying our 
Sister Pendrey has been very sick in- | Heavenly Father to continue His bles- 
deed, and is even now quite low. The | sings, I remain your brother in the 
Elders appointed by you to assist me | Guspel— 

‘as well as the other returning mis- Joux Rowserry, per R. S. W. 
sionaries, have been very energetic in 


MINUTES OF A ‘DISTRICT MEETING, 
HELD IN THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS, NOTTINGHAM, JULY 15, 1877. 


— — 


Meeting called to order at 10.45 p. m. Elder Thos. Ball said he enjoyed 
Choir sang, ‘‘ The morning breaks,” | the opportunity of meeting together 
etc. Prayer by Elder Thos. Berratt. | on an occasion like the present, and 
Choir sang, Now let us rejoice,” etc. | he would like to hear the Presidents 
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of the various Branches give in their 
reports, which was done as follows— 
Elders B. Bowler, Hayes, Horsley, 
Horkley and Newbold, represented 
the Nottingham, Sheepshead, Hucknall, 
Greasley and Whitwick Branches, each 
in good standing. 

Elder Thos. Ball said he was glad to 
hear the reports from the brethren, 
and hoped after that day’s meeting 
they would all feel better, and go to 
with renewed diligence in the great 
work that had begun upon the earth, 
and try to sustain each other with 
cheerful hearts, and the Lerd would 
bless them in their efforts in doing 
ood. 

Choir sang, ‘‘Come all ye sons of 
God,” etc. Prayer by Elder Carter. 


2.30 p.m. 

Choir sang, ‘‘ How beauteous are 
their feet, etc. Prayer by Elder 
McIntyre. Choir sang, Go ye mes- 
sengers of glory,“ etc. 

Sacrament was then administered. 

Elder Ball said — In our meeting 
together we need to enjoy the same 
spirit that the ancient Saints enjoyed, 
iu order to perform the duties enjoined 
upon us, for it is not the fine words 
spoken that we need so much as the 
truths of the everlasting Guspel to 
enlighten our minds, so we may walk 
in that strait and narrow path leading 
back to our Father in heaven. 

Elder Carter suid he was not quali- 
fied to preach or to guide the people, 
only as he might be led by the Spirit 
of God. He bad a desire to be useful 
in the hands of the Lord in doing 
good, and hoped the time would soon 
come when the Saints wonld be gathered 
to the land of Zion. 

Elder McIntyre said he understood 
the practical part of the Gospel better 
than the theory. He had been in the 
Church all his life, and had been with 
the Saints in very trying circumstan- 
ces. He never knew the Lord to 
forsake his people while they kept his 
commandments. 

Elder Berratt said no man had the 
right to preach the Gospel, unless he 
was enduwed with power from on 
high. The world declare themselves 
to be without revelation from God, 
but still claim to have the right to 
preach His Gospel. He referred to 
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the law of baptism, and said the world 


take upon themselves the awful posi- 


tion of dictating to the Lord, by say- 
ing that that ordinance is non-essential 
to salvation. He knew that God had. 
revealed himself to man on the earth, 
thereby opening up a line of commu- 
nication between him and bis children. 
He felt thankful that God had cove- 
nanted never to take the Priesthood 
from the earth again, consequently 
the kingdom will grow and increase, 
while every government that has not. 
been organized by God will crumble.. 
He would ask one question —How long 
would it take the world, under its pre- 
sent forms of government, to bring 
about that reign of righteousness. 
spoken of in the Scriptures? But the 
power of God is increasing in the 
earth, and all who will embrace the 
Gospel and live by it, will be saved in 
the kingdom of God. 

Elder Ball exhorted the Presidents 
of Branches and the local Priesthood 
to comfort and cheer the Saints, and 
get out into the open air and preach 
the Gospel to those that are yet in 
darkness, and show unto the Lord by 
our actions that we are willing to do 
all we can to help build up his king- 
dom. 

Choir sang, Lord dismiss us with 
thy blessing,” etc. Benediction by 
Elder Ball. 

6 p.m. 

Choir sang, Now we'll sing with 
one accord,” etc. Prayer by Elder 
Carter. ‘‘Choir sang, I'll praise 
my Maker,” etc. 

Eider Ball said the truths of the 
everlasting Gospel have a tendency to 
make men happy; but the world are 
in error concerning those truths, yet 
many weuld rejoice if they knew it as 
we know it Most of the Latter-day 
Saints had been connected with other 
societies, and were taught to believe 
that the kingdom of heaven would be 
established in their hearts; but after 
embracing the Gospel, they knew thas. . 
to be false doctriae, for it takes five 
things to constitute a kingdom—name- 
ly, a » — laws, subjects and 
space. ferred to the prophecy of 

aniel in reference to the kingdom of 
God in the last days. 

Elder Cooke said the remarks made 
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by his brethren reminded him of a 


saying in the 24th chap. of Matthew. 
Said it was 25 years since he first heard 
the Gospel, and it is now that much 
nearer the fulfillment of the Scriptures. 
The religious world are split up and 
divided, but the same cannot be said 
of the Latter-day Saints; and although 
the Gospel has become as an old 
song, still it will cut like a two edged 
sword, and be ‘‘ preached in all nations 
for a witness that the end may come,” 
and the wicked be cut off, for all that 
has been predicted by the Prophets 
will be fulfilled, and it shall be no 
more said, The Lord God liveth that 
brought the children of Israel out of 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


liveth that brought up the children of 
Israel from the land of the north, and 
from all the lands whither he had 
driven them” (Jer. xvi, 14, 15). He 
referred to the gathering of the Jews 
and the position they will occupy, and 
the enmity that will exist towards 
them, but ‘‘the Lord will suddenly 
come to his Temple.” He exhorted 
the Saints to live up to the line of 
their duty, and read and study the 
publications of the Church. 

Choir sang, ‘‘When shall we all 
meet again,” etc. Benediction by 
Elder Thos. Berratt. 

Jas. S. P. Bow er, 
Branch Secretary. 


the land of Egypt; but the Lord 


UTAH NEWS. 
From the Deseret News :— 


Games.—There were games at Lindsey’s, the occasion being the presence of 
‘the 6th Warders. Marx distributed prizes to the most expert at rope and 
pole climbing and other sports. Superintendent Goss distributed strawberries 
and other good things to the children, and a very pleasant time was spent. 


Cuanoce.—Brother Joseph C. Kingsbury is appointed Superintendent of the 
12th Ward Sabbath School, Brother A. C. Pyper having resigned, on account 
of having been recently selected for Bishop of the Ward. Brothers John G. 
Midgley and John R. Winder, jun., are appointed assistants to Superintendent 
Kingsbury. 

MipsommMeR.—Over 400 Scandinavians spent their midsummer holiday at 
Fuller’s Hill. They were accompanied by Brother A. W. Winberg. A num- 
ber were in from various parts of the Territory to participate, from even as far 
distant a point as Logan. Brother John Van Cott was present and made a 
speech. Various games were the order of the day, and the people appeared to 
enjoy themselves. 


Frost.—Frost (June 26th,) nipped Bishop Sanford Bingham’s wheat and 
potatoes at Riverdale, three miles south of Ogden City, and their recovery from 
its effects is quite doubtful. The change in the weather was as severe as it was 
sudden. Ogden had a heavy thunderstorm with copious showers of rain just 
before, and therefore the effects of the weather change are more marked in that 
vicinity. 

Been Ovur.—The Twelfth Warders have had a gala day at Lindsey’s Gardens. 
The affair was ander the auspices of the Sunday School, and arrangements were 
made to have the gardens, sports, and music free to those who participated. 
Among the features of the occasion was a friendly match game of quoits, at 
which sport there are several experts among the residents of the Twelfth 
. Ward, among whom is Bishop L. W. Hardy. 


Mexican Mrssion.—Elders Trejo and Garff, of the Mexican Mission, are 
at Hermosvilla, where they have recently baptized five persons, besides a goodly 
number of others being convinced of the truth of the Gospel. They are meet- 
ing with — — of the most bitter and determined description, but feel 
encouraged in their labors, by reason of the blessings of the Lord. The people 


in that part of the country where they are laboring are much excited because 
of their presence. 
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New SerriemMent.—Lately we met with Brother J. J. Thayne, formerly of 
the First Ward Salt Lake City. He, with his family and several others are, 
now located on the Provo River, about six miles south-east from Kamas, Sum- 
mit County, where a new settlement is being formed, and which will probably 
be organized shortly’ The location is a good one, being the most favorable for 
wheat raising in that vicinity, owing to its being protected from summer frosts 
by canon winds. Those composing the settlement propose to operate in their 
business relations in a united capacity. 


„Cong Boys.”—The other evening, after work bours, Bishop Richard Brimley, 
of the Fifth Ward, said, to a number of the male members of his Ward, Come 
boys, let us get some rock together and prepare to build a school house.” 
“Come, boys,” bas a good deal more potency about it than Go, boys,” and 
the boys“ went to work with a will, and soon three cords of rock were on the 
ground, as a starter. Of course there are always and everywhere afew ‘‘ We 
can’ts,” whose labor chiefly consists in looking on, but there are enough We 
wills” in the Fifth Ward to soon produce a good school-house there. 


PLEASANT AFFarR.—A portion of the Tabernacle choir spent a few hours 
very pleasantly at Lindsey’s Gardens. Music, singing, and dancing were among 
the amusements of the occasion, and a speech from Mark himself during the 
evening was well received by the company. The choir returned a vote of thanks 
to the pruprietor of the gardens for the free use of the grounds and their ap- 
purtenances, with lighted hall fordancing. Those who serve the public gratai- 
tously should receive encouragement, and Mark has set a good example in 
showing the Tabernacle singers that their efforts in behalf of the people are 
known and appreciated. 


— 


The Omaha Herald says, The Herald has ceased to be the Mormon organ 
of Nebraska. Since the excursion of the editors of the State to Salt Lake City, 
there are dozens of papers who are saying for the Mormons what we have been 
saying for twelve years.” a 


The Plattsmouth (Neb.) Herald of Utah, J. A. Macmurphy editor, says: — 
„No people but Saints, long suffering, industrious and patient, could or would 
have tried to redeem this region from the terrors of a desert and made it a 
habitable country. The average Nebraska farmer would have cursed himself 
to perdition, and growled the hair all off his head before the first crop was 
raised.’ 

On arriving in Salt Lake City, one sees no startling demonstrations of wealth, 
no magnificent displays, nothing gaudy and fine ; but, on the other hand, you 
find large and solidly built brick blocks, some of which are rather imposing in 
their appearance. But after staying in this beautiful city a few days, see the 
amount of goods sold, the style and number of wholesale houses, you are led 
at once to inquire as to the source from whence the city draws her support, what 
are the resources of this magnificent town, what has built up this city of now 
thirty thousand people, and we find that no city in the west has such varied 
resources on which to rely for growth as has Salt Lake, and that she will become 
the greatest city in the west can only be a question of time.—Grip, in Omaha Bee. 


Mrs. P. D. Browne, of San Francisco, in a letter to the Woman's Journal, 
says,—‘‘ Whatever others may sneeringly say of the Mormons, I fully believe 
that they are humbly taking up what they really think to be their cross. There 
are thousands of young men, to-day, as good out of Utah as in Utah, who 
would gladly marry, if the women were as willing to work and live plainly as the 
women of Utah are. It is but so recent a thing since they settled a new coun- 
try, where one necessarily endures many hardships, they do not demand or 
22 luxuries like those who have lived lives of ease. Our young ladies will have, 
I fear, to learn this lesson yet, if they wish for happy homes, that economy is 
one of the Christian graces. No doubt the women of Utah are, many of them, 
doing what they believe to be their Christian duty.” —Deseret Notos. 


